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SWAN LOCATION 7779, WANNAMAL ROAD, BURNING OF HIGH CONSERVATION VALUE 
BANKSIA WOODLAND 

1571. Hon DEE MARGETTS to the minister representing the Minister for Police and Emergency 
Services: 

With regard to the reply to question without notice 1148 of 20 June 2002, which related to recent instructions to 
a land-holder from the Shire of Gingin to burn all 4 100 acres of high conservation value banksia woodland at 
Swan location 7779, Wannamal Road, over two years - 

(1) Will the minister table a copy of the draft preliminary guidelines for use with hazard-reduction burning 
programs, which address a range of fire safety and environmental issues? 

(2) Will the minister advise to whom the draft preliminary guidelines are directed and whether this includes 
local government, including whether they would apply to rural as well as urban bushland? 

(3) Given that the Fire and Emergency Services Authority established a natural environment branch in its 
community safety division to assist in consideration of environmental policy issues relating to urban 
bushland groups and other publications associated with urban bushland, what has been done in this area 
to assist rural bushland groups? 

Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) The preliminary guidelines referred to in the answer of 20 June 2002, question 1148, is module 3.17 - 
“Prescribed Burning 1 - Methodologies for Safe and Effective Burning”, and the joint FESA and 
Department of Environmental Protection “Guidelines for Smoke Management from Burning Which 
Requires a Permit Under the Bush Fires Act 1954”.  Also available is the brochure “Managing Smoke 
from Planned Burning”.  All documents are in the public arena. 

(2) The draft preliminary guidelines are applicable in rural and urban bushland areas when local 
governments allow burning, and are directed to all people who wish to undertake the use of prescribed 
fire or require alternatives.  The “Managing Smoke from Planned Burning” brochure also suggests 
alternatives to burning and advises some of the things that should not be burnt.  The “Guidelines for 
Smoke Management from Burning Which Requires a Permit Under the Bush Fires Act 1954” covers 
the prescribed use of fire and also advises what should not be burnt and the legislation that covers this 
area. 

(3) FESA is working with a range of State, Commonwealth and local governments, as well as fire 
managers from the community, community representatives and others, on fire management in the rural 
environment.  FESA is also actively seeking research finance so that specific fire and environment 
research can be undertaken in the rural bushland areas of Western Australia.  An example of the type of 
research that is being pursued is to determine the flowering and seed cycles for the fire-sensitive native 
flora for the various biogeographical regions in Western Australia. 

A further example is that FESA in association with the Department for Planning and Infrastructure has 
also produced, after significant public consultation, “Planning for Bush Fire Protection” which forms 
the foundation for fire-risk management planning within Western Australia at a community and land 
development level.  The primary focus is on new subdivisions and related developments in rural and 
urban-rural communities and town sites, particularly where these may be exposed to risks of bush fires. 

 


